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On April 9 at 11:30 p.m. local time, the Cerro Negro volcano, located about 120 km. northwest of
Managua, erupted. Residents of villages on the slopes of the volcano and in the surrounding area
were forced to evacuate. During the days following the primary eruption, the volcano continued
to spew out tons of lava, ash and hot sand. Cerro Negro is part of the Marribios volcanic chain on
Nicaragua's Pacific coast, which includes at least 12 active volcanos. Cerro Negro's first recorded
eruption occurred in 1867, and the most recent, in 1971. The volcanic activity which began April
9 resulted in widespread destruction. One person was killed, a total of 32 persons were reported
injured, and 55,000 persons were evacuated. According to preliminary estimates, 40,000 ha. of
cultivable land were affected. Of the total, 4,000 ha. were covered with lava and ash, and 36,000
ha. were rendered useless by a thick layer of sand. In addition, 3,000 homes were either wholly or
partially destroyed. As part of relief efforts, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
coordinated distribution of food and emergency supplies provided by the World Food Programme.
In addition, the UNHCR provided US$60,000 for purchase of 5,000 blankets, several metric tons of
reinforced plastic sheeting for shelters, and other emergency supplies. The UN Children's Fund
(UNICEF) provided leaflets on cholera prevention, oral rehydration salts, hygiene products and
cooking utensils. (Basic data from Associated Press, 04/10/92, 04/11/92, 04/13/92, 04/14/92; Chinese
news service, 04/13/92; Inter Press Service, 04/15/92, 04/16/92; Agence France-Presse, 04/21/92)
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